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Compellent picks STEC solid state drives 

Posted by: Dave Raffo  

 

Compellent today filled in details about its solid state drive strategy, revealing it will offer 146 GB ZeusIOPS SSDs from STEC for its 

Storage Center systems. 

Compellent will preview the SSD drives at its C-Drive user conference May 3-7, but hasn’t disclosed pricing or availability. Its press 

release today did say Compellent will package SSDs in a two-drive minimum, which it considers enough for a successful tier 0 

approach. 

Compellent executives first disclosed plans to include SSD late last year, but talked more about its block-level automated data 

migration for making solid state more efficient than about the actual hardware until today. 

During the company’s earnings conference call last month, CEO Phil Soran predicted Compellent could deliver SSDs at about 10% the 

cost of competing systems by putting only active blocks of data on solid state while keeping inactive data on spinning disk. 

It remains to be seen if Compellent can make good on those claims, but users and analysts say automated data migration will play a 

major role in helping SSD gain traction in enterprise storage. Compellent appears to have an advantage here, even if it trails EMC, 

Hitachi Data Systems, Hewlett-Packard and others in shipping SSDs. 

All those vendors are also using STEC drives, as are Sun and IBM. EMC, first out with SSDs on enterprise storage, last week added 

support for 200 GB and 400 GB drives. 
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